are equal among themselves, e. g.y before
law courts or voting polls, it seems idle to
trouble ourselves with a discussion on the
equality of sexes. When the American
Declaration of Independence said that all
men were created equal, it had no reference
to their mental or physical gifts: it simply
repeated what Ulpian long ago announced,
that before the law all men are equal.
Legal rights were in this case the measure
of their equality. Were the law the only
scale by which to measure the position of
woman in a community, it would be as easy
to tell where she stands as to give her
avoirdupois in pounds and ounces. But the
question is: Is there a correct standard in
comparing the relative social position of the
sexes ? Is it right, is it enough, to compare
woman's status to man's as the value of
silver is compared with that of gold, and
give the ratio numerically ? Such a method
of calculation excludes from consideration
the most important kind of value which a
human being possesses; namely, the intrinsic.
In view of the manifold variety of requisites
for making each sex fulfil its earthly mission,
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